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Comments from Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) 
 
Dear Karen Pell-Coggins and Michael Sexton, 
 
We write in respect of the following planning applications in Linton, Cambridgeshire, which are 
currently awaiting decision by the Local Planning Authority:  
 
1. S/2553/16/CONDO - Land Off Horseheath Road Linton Cambridgeshire - Submission of 

details required by condition 11 (Surface water drainage) of outline planning permission 
S/2553/16/OL.  

2. S/1963/15/CONDG - Land To North And South Of Bartlow Road And Immediate Linton 
Cambridgeshire - Submission of details required by condition 10 (Surface Water Drainage) of 
planning permission S/1963/15/OL 

  
Whilst we previously wrote to the LPA on 1 June 2021 advising that we were satisfied with the 
proposed surface water drainage scheme, it is understood that the conditions have not yet been 
discharged. As you are aware, significant flooding occurred in Linton on 20 July 2021 and as the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), we are currently conducting investigations under Section 19 
of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 into the cause of this flooding. To date, the LLFA 
has received 11 formal flood reports since the 20th July, including 9 reports of internal flooding 
to properties on 8 different streets in the village. We also received 3 further reports of flooding 
to external areas including gardens and outbuildings.  
 
Both the LLFA and LPA have received information from the Parish Council and residents of Linton 
to suggest that the development site known as ‘Land Off Horseheath Road’ (S/2553/16/CONDO) 
may have contributed to this flooding. Flooding also occurred in the vicinity of the site known as 
‘Land To North And South Of Bartlow Road’ (S/1963/15/CONDG) and whilst the development on 
that site has not yet commenced, we need to assess whether the proposed drainage system is 
suitable and adequate based on flooding that has occurred.  
 
We therefore request that any drainage related applications for both sites (S/2553/16/CONDO 
and S/1963/15/CONDG) are paused by the LPA until these investigations are complete. We 
anticipate that the initial stage of this investigation will take approximately two weeks.  
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Further comments in relation to each site are provided below.  
 
S/2553/16/CONDO - Land Off Horseheath Road Linton Cambridgeshire 
 

• We have received photographic and video evidence to suggest that the development 
(which has already commenced despite not yet discharging the pre-commencement 
conditions) may have contributed to the flood events of the 20th July, the effects of which 
were most notable at Lonsdale, directly adjacent to the east of the development site. 
Flows are understood to have passed through and across the site, overwhelming the new 
basin in the south west of the site. We understand that water was manually removed 
from the basin by the on-site construction team using a tanker and pump. This water is 
thought to have been discharged into the public sewer network, however investigations 
into this are ongoing.  

• Given that an infiltration basin has been proposed (the purpose of which is to allow 
water to soak away naturally into the ground), it is concerning that water had to be 
removed and disposed of manually. In line with the CIRIA SuDS Manual and best practice 
guidance (including the Cambridgeshire County Council Surface Water Drainage 
Guidance for Developers), the half drain time of an infiltration basin should not exceed 
24 hours (1440 minutes). The reason for this is to allow capacity within the basin to 
accept any subsequent storms. The hydraulic calculations submitted with the application 
show an expected half drain time of 12 hours (712 minutes), however following on from 
20 July 2021, it is believed it took far in excess of 24 hours for the water level to reduce. 
This is particularly concerning given that a pump was manually removing water at the 
same time. The LLFA therefore requires evidence to demonstrate the site and underlying 
geology are appropriate for infiltration. If not, an alternative strategy will need to be 
developed and submitted for approval.  

• The developer proposes to include a bund around the basin to prevent any overtopping. 
Whilst the LLFA are not in a position to comment on the structural integrity of such a 
bund (this should instead be assessed by structural engineers), a breach analysis of the 
raised embankment would need to be undertaken, assuming bank-full conditions and 
this must demonstrate there will be no risk of inundation to any properties (new or 
existing). As per the previously submitted bund design, a concrete plug or similar should 
be constructed through the centre of the bund to mitigate against risk of bund collapse. 
An adequate maintenance plan should be put in place to ensure the structural integrity 
of the bund is maintained in perpetuity.  

 
S/1963/15/CONDG - Land To North And South Of Bartlow Road And Immediate Linton 
Cambridgeshire 
 

• As surface water flooding occurred in the vicinity of the site (namely along Bartlow Road) 
on the 20th July 2021, we request that any drainage related applications for the site are 
paused while an investigation by the LLFA takes place to assess the cause of this flooding 
and risk of flooding to the proposed development.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
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H Ellis 

 
Hilary Ellis 
 
Acting Flood Risk & Biodiversity Business Manager 
Environment and Commercial 
 
Please note: We are reliant on the accuracy and completeness of the reports in undertaking our 
review, and can take no responsibility for incorrect data or interpretation made by the authors. 
 
If you have any queries regarding this application please contact the Officer named at the top 
of this letter (contact details are above).  
 


